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vantages of modern large-scale amalgamations in business,
but he issued explicit warnings against the tendency of
capitalist trusts to go too far- He stated: "It is an injustice
of grave evil and a disturbance of right order for a larger
and higher organisation to arrogate to itself functions
which can be performed efficiently by smaller and lower
bodies. This is a fundamental principle of social philoso-
phy, and it retains its full truth to-day. Of its very nature,
the true aim of all social activity should be to help indivi-
dual members of the social body, but never to destroy, or
absorb them.
"The aim of social legislation must, therefore, be the
re-establishment of vocational groups* Society to-day still
remains in a strained and therefore unstable and uncertain
state, being founded on classes with contradictory interests
and hence opposed to each other and consequently prone
to enmity and strife. These interests must be bound to-
gether not according to the position they occupy in the
labour market, but according to the diverse functions
which they exercise in society/* He considered that not
only must Trade Unions be encouraged, but still more the
joint associations of masters and men.
Later he attacked Communism, and the modern ex-
ponents of unmitigated Socialism, although "these were
gradually approaching to the standpoint of those who seek
to reform human society according to Christian principles/*
He condemned, however> such terms as Christian Social-
ism, considering it "a contradiction in terms, for no one can
be at the same time a sincere Catholic and a true Socialist.
The parent of cultural Socialism was Liberalism, and its
offspring will be Bolshevism."
On another occasion, when it was suggested that after